
BSF Scripture Reading: People of the Promised Land Lesson 29 

1 
 

FIRST DAY: 

 
• Review the lecture, Read the notes and 

the references 

 

SECOND DAY: 
 
Read 1 Kings 11:1-8.  

Solomon's Wives  

[11:1] King Solomon, however, loved many foreign 

women  besides Pharaoh's daughter—Moabites, 

Ammonites,  Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 

[2] They were from nations about which the LORD 

had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry  

with them, because they will surely turn your hearts 

after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to 

them in love. [3] He had seven hundred wives of 

royal birth and three hundred concubines,  and his 

wives led him astray.  [4] As Solomon grew old, his 

wives turned his heart after other gods,  and his heart 

was not fully devoted  to the LORD his God, as the 

heart of David his father had been. [5] He followed 

Ashtoreth  the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech  

the detestable god of the Ammonites. [6] So Solomon 

did evil  in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow 

the LORD completely, as David his father had done.  

[7] On a hill east  of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high 

place for Chemosh  the detestable god of Moab, and 

for Molech  the detestable god of the Ammonites. 

[8] He did the same for all his foreign wives, who 

burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods.  

Question 3 

Exodus 34:11-17; [11] Obey what I command  

you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, 

Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  

[12] Be careful not to make a treaty  with those who 

live in the land where you are going, or they will be a 

snare  among you. [13] Break down their altars, 

smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah 

poles.  [14] Do not worship any other god,  for the 

LORD, whose name  is Jealous, is a jealous God.  

[15] “Be careful not to make a treaty  with those who 

live in the land; for when they prostitute  themselves 

to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite 

you and you will eat their sacrifices.  [16] And when 

you choose some of their daughters as wives  for 

your sons and those daughters prostitute themselves 

to their gods,  they will lead your sons to do the 

same.  

[17] “Do not make cast idols.  

Deuteronomy 17:16-17; [16] The king, 

moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses  

for himself  or make the people return to Egypt  to 

get more of them,  for the LORD has told you, “You 

are not to go back that way again.”  [17] He must not 

take many wives,  or his heart will be led astray.  He 

must not accumulate  large amounts of silver and 

gold.  

THIRD DAY: 
 
Read 1 Kings 11:9-13.  

[9] The LORD became angry with Solomon because 

his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God 

of Israel, who had appeared  to him twice. 

[10] Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow 

other gods,  Solomon did not keep the LORD's 

command.  [11] So the LORD said to Solomon, 

“Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my 

covenant and my decrees,  which I commanded you, I 

will most certainly tear  the kingdom away from you 

and give it to one of your subordinates. 

[12] Nevertheless, for the sake of David  your father, 

I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out 

of the hand of your son. [13] Yet I will not tear the 

whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe  

for the sake  of David my servant and for the sake of 

Jerusalem, which I have chosen.”  

Question 6 
 

Psalm 16:11; [11] You have made  known to me 

the path of life;   

you will fill me with joy in your presence,   

with eternal pleasures  at your right hand.  

Ecclesiastes 2:1-10; [2:1] I thought in my heart, 

“Come now, I will test you with pleasure  to find out 

what is good.” But that also proved to be 

meaningless. [2] “Laughter,”  I said, “is foolish. And 

what does pleasure accomplish?” [3] I tried cheering 

myself with wine,  and embracing folly —my mind 

still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what 
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was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during 

the few days of their lives.  

[4] I undertook great projects: I built houses for 

myself  and planted vineyards.  [5] I made gardens 

and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 

[6] I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing 

trees. [7] I bought male and female slaves and had 

other slaves  who were born in my house. I also 

owned more herds and flocks than anyone in 

Jerusalem before me. [8] I amassed silver and gold  

for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces.  I 

acquired men and women singers,  and a harem  as 

well—the delights of the heart of man. [9] I became 

greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem  before me.  

In all this my wisdom stayed with me.  

[10] I denied myself nothing my eyes desired;  

I refused my heart no pleasure.  

My heart took delight in all my work,  

and this was the reward for all my labor.  

Isaiah 45:5-6; 46:3-10; [5] I am the LORD, and 

there is no other; apart from me there is no God.  

I will strengthen you, though you have not 

acknowledged me,  

[6] so that from the rising of the sun  

to the place of its setting men may know  there is 

none besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no 

other.  

 

[3] “Listen  to me, O house of Jacob,  

all you who remain  of the house of Israel, you whom 

I have upheld since you were conceived, and have 

carried  since your birth.  

[4] Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he,  I am 

he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will 

carry you;  

I will sustain  you and I will rescue you.  

[5] “To whom will you compare me or count me 

equal? To whom will you liken me that we may be 

compared?  

[6] Some pour out gold from their bags and weigh 

out silver on the scales; they hire a goldsmith  to 

make it into a god, and they bow down and worship 

it.  

[7] They lift it to their shoulders and carry  it; they set 

it up in its place, and there it stands. From that spot it 

cannot move. Though one cries out to it, it does not 

answer; it cannot save  him from his troubles.  

[8] “Remember  this, fix it in mind, take it to heart, 

you rebels.  

[9] Remember the former things,  those of long ago;  

I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there 

is none like me.  

[10] I make known the end from the beginning, from 

ancient times,  what is still to come. I say: My 

purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.  

Acts 17:25;  [25] And he is not served by human 

hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself 

gives all men life and breath and everything else.   

 

FOURTH DAY: 
 
Read 1 Kings 11:14-26.  

Solomon's Adversaries  

[14] Then the LORD raised up against Solomon an 

adversary,  Hadad the Edomite, from the royal line of 

Edom. [15] Earlier when David was fighting with 

Edom, Joab the commander of the army, who had 

gone up to bury the dead, had struck down all the 

men in Edom.  [16] Joab and all the Israelites stayed 

there for six months, until they had destroyed all the 

men in Edom. [17] But Hadad, still only a boy, fled 

to Egypt with some Edomite officials who had served 

his father. [18] They set out from Midian and went to 

Paran.  Then taking men from Paran with them, they 

went to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave 

Hadad a house and land and provided him with food.  

[19] Pharaoh was so pleased with Hadad that he gave 

him a sister of his own wife, Queen Tahpenes, in 

marriage. [20] The sister of Tahpenes bore him a son 

named Genubath, whom Tahpenes brought up in the 

royal palace. There Genubath lived with Pharaoh's 

own children.  

[21] While he was in Egypt, Hadad heard that David 

rested with his fathers and that Joab the commander 

of the army was also dead. Then Hadad said to 

Pharaoh, “Let me go, that I may return to my own 

country.”  

[22] “What have you lacked here that you want to go 

back to your own country?” Pharaoh asked.  

“Nothing,” Hadad replied, “but do let me go!”  

[23] And God raised up against Solomon another 

adversary,  Rezon son of Eliada, who had fled from 

his master, Hadadezer  king of Zobah. [24] He 
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gathered men around him and became the leader of a 

band of rebels when David destroyed the forces  [of 

Zobah]; the rebels went to Damascus,  where they 

settled and took control. [25] Rezon was Israel's 

adversary as long as Solomon lived, adding to the 

trouble caused by Hadad. So Rezon ruled in Aram  

and was hostile toward Israel.  

Jeroboam Rebels Against Solomon  

[26] Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled  against 

the king. He was one of Solomon's officials, an 

Ephraimite from Zeredah, and his mother was a 

widow named Zeruah.  

Question 9 

1 Kings 6:12; 9:3-9;  [12] “As for this temple 

you are building, if you follow my decrees, carry out 

my regulations and keep all my commands  and obey 

them, I will fulfill through you the promise  I gave to 

David your father.  

[3] The LORD said to him:  

“I have heard  the prayer and plea you have made 

before me; I have consecrated this temple, which you 

have built, by putting my Name  there forever. My 

eyes  and my heart will always be there.  

[4] “As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of 

heart  and uprightness, as David  your father did, and 

do all I command and observe my decrees and laws,  

[5] I will establish  your royal throne over Israel 

forever, as I promised David your father when I said, 

‘You shall never fail  to have a man on the throne of 

Israel.'  

[6] “But if you  or your sons turn away  from me and 

do not observe the commands and decrees I have 

given you  and go off to serve other gods  and 

worship them, [7] then I will cut off Israel from the 

land  I have given them and will reject this temple I 

have consecrated for my Name.  Israel will then 

become a byword  and an object of ridicule  among 

all peoples. [8] And though this temple is now 

imposing, all who pass by will be appalled  and will 

scoff and say, ‘Why has the LORD done such a thing 

to this land and to this temple?'  [9] People will 

answer,  ‘Because they have forsaken  the LORD 

their God, who brought their fathers out of Egypt, 

and have embraced other gods, worshiping and 

serving them—that is why the LORD brought all this 

disaster  on them.'”  

Question 10 

John 15:18-21; [18] “If the world hates you,  

keep in mind that it hated me first. [19] If you 

belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. 

As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have 

chosen you  out of the world. That is why the world 

hates you.  [20] Remember the words I spoke to you: 

‘No servant is greater than his master.'  If they 

persecuted me, they will persecute you also.  If they 

obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 

[21] They will treat you this way because of my 

name,  for they do not know the One who sent me.  

 Ephesians 6:12; [12] For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood,  but against the rulers, 

against the authorities,  against the powers  of this 

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 

the heavenly realms.  

1 Peter 5:8; [8] Be self-controlled  and alert. Your 

enemy the devil prowls around  like a roaring lion  

looking for someone to devour.  

James 1:13-14; [13] When tempted, no one 

should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; [14] but 

each one is tempted when, by his own  evil desire, he 

is dragged away and enticed.  

1 John 2:16;   [16] For everything in the world—

the cravings of sinful man,  the lust of his eyes  and 

the boasting of what he has and does—comes not 

from the Father but from the world.  

 

FIFTH DAY: 
 

Read 1 Kings 11:26-43; Ecclesiastes 9:12; 
12:1-14.  

Jeroboam Rebels Against Solomon  

[26] Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled  against 

the king. He was one of Solomon's officials, an 

Ephraimite from Zeredah, and his mother was a 

widow named Zeruah.  

[27] Here is the account of how he rebelled against 

the king: Solomon had built the supporting terraces  

and had filled in the gap in the wall of the city of 
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David his father. [28] Now Jeroboam was a man of 

standing,  and when Solomon saw how well  the 

young man did his work, he put him in charge of the 

whole labor force of the house of Joseph.  

[29] About that time Jeroboam was going out of 

Jerusalem, and Ahijah  the prophet of Shiloh met him 

on the way, wearing a new cloak. The two of them 

were alone out in the country, [30] and Ahijah took 

hold of the new cloak he was wearing and tore  it into 

twelve pieces. [31] Then he said to Jeroboam, “Take 

ten pieces for yourself, for this is what the LORD, the 

God of Israel, says: ‘See, I am going to tear  the 

kingdom out of Solomon's hand and give you ten 

tribes. [32] But for the sake  of my servant David and 

the city of Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all 

the tribes of Israel, he will have one tribe. [33] I will 

do this because they have  forsaken me and 

worshiped  Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 

Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Molech the 

god of the Ammonites, and have not walked  in my 

ways, nor done what is right in my eyes, nor kept my 

statutes  and laws as David, Solomon's father, did.  

[34] “‘But I will not take the whole kingdom out of 

Solomon's hand; I have made him ruler all the days 

of his life for the sake of David my servant, whom I 

chose and who observed my commands and statutes. 

[35] I will take the kingdom from his son's hands and 

give you ten tribes. [36] I will give one tribe  to his 

son so that David my servant may always have a 

lamp  before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose 

to put my Name. [37] However, as for you, I will 

take you, and you will rule  over all that your heart 

desires;  you will be king over Israel. [38] If you do 

whatever I command you and walk in my ways and 

do what is right  in my eyes by keeping my statutes  

and commands, as David my servant did, I will be 

with you. I will build you a dynasty  as enduring as 

the one I built for David and will give Israel to you. 

[39] I will humble David's descendants because of 

this, but not forever.'”  

[40] Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam 

fled  to Egypt, to Shishak  the king, and stayed there 

until Solomon's death.  

Solomon's Death  

 [41] As for the other events of Solomon's reign—all 

he did and the wisdom he displayed—are they not 

written in the book of the annals of Solomon? 

[42] Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel 

forty years. [43] Then he rested with his fathers and 

was buried in the city of David his father. And 

Rehoboam  his son succeeded him as king.  

Question 12. 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:12; 12:1-14;   [12] Moreover, 

no man knows when his hour will come:  

As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in 

a snare, so men are trapped by evil times  that fall 

unexpectedly upon them.  

 

[12:1] Remember  your Creator in the days of your 

youth, before the days of trouble  come and the years 

approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in 

them”—  

 

[2] before the sun and the light and the moon and the 

stars grow dark, and the clouds return after the rain;  

 

[3] when the keepers of the house tremble, and the 

strong men stoop, when the grinders cease because 

they are few, and those looking through the windows 

grow dim;  

 

[4] when the doors to the street are closed and the 

sound of grinding fades; when men rise up at the 

sound of birds, but all their songs grow faint;  

 

[5] when men are afraid of heights and of dangers in 

the streets; when the almond tree blossoms and the 

grasshopper drags himself along and desire no longer 

is stirred. Then man goes to his eternal home  and 

mourners  go about the streets.  

 

[6] Remember him—before the silver cord is 

severed, or the golden bowl is broken; before the 

pitcher is shattered at the spring, or the wheel broken 

at the well,  

 

[7] and the dust returns  to the ground it came from,  

and the spirit returns to God  who gave it.  

 

[8] “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.   

“Everything is meaningless! ”  

 

The Conclusion of the Matter  

 

[9] Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he 

imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and 

searched out and set in order many proverbs.  

[10] The Teacher  searched to find just the right 

words, and what he wrote was upright and true.  

 

[11] The words of the wise are like goads, their 

collected sayings like firmly embedded nails —given 
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by one Shepherd. [12] Be warned, my son, of 

anything in addition to them. Of making many books 

there is no end, and much study wearies the body.  

 

[13] Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion 

of the matter: Fear God  and keep his 

commandments,  for this is the whole [duty] of man.  

 

[14] For God will bring every deed into judgment,   

including every hidden thing, whether it is good or 

evil.  

 
 

SIXTH DAY: 
 
Review 1 Kings 11 

 


