Revelation Lesson #21

BSF Scripture Reading: 
FIRST DAY:
1. Lecture principles:

2. Read the lesson notes
SECOND DAY:
Question 3b
Exodus 34:6-7; [6] And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate  and gracious God, slow to anger,  abounding in love  and faithfulness,  [7] maintaining love to thousands,  and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.  Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;  he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.” 
John 3:16-21; [16] “For God so loved  the world that he gave  his one and only Son,  that whoever believes  in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  [17] For God did not send his Son into the world  to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  [18] Whoever believes in him is not condemned,  but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  [19] This is the verdict: Light  has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  [20] Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  [21] But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 
2 Peter 3:9; [9] The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise,  as some understand slowness. He is patient  with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
THIRD DAY
Read Romans 1:18-32; 3:10-20
[18] The wrath of God  is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, [19] since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  [20] For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made,  so that men are without excuse. 

[21] For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  [22] Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools  [23] and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images  made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

[24] Therefore God gave them over  in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  [25] They exchanged the truth of God for a lie,  and worshiped and served created things  rather than the Creator—who is forever praised.  Amen. 

[26] Because of this, God gave them over  to shameful lusts.  Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  [27] In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 

[28] Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over  to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. [29] They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,  [30] slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;  [31] they are senseless, faithless, heartless,  ruthless. [32] Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death,  they not only continue to do these very things but also approve  of those who practice them. 

3:10-20
[10] As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 

[11] there is no one who understands, 

no one who seeks God. 

[12] All have turned away, 

they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, 

not even one.” 

[13] “Their throats are open graves; 

their tongues practice deceit.” 

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 

[14] “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 

[15] “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

[16] ruin and misery mark their ways, 

[17] and the way of peace they do not know.” 

[18] “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

[19] Now we know that whatever the law says,  it says to those who are under the law,  so that every mouth may be silenced  and the whole world held accountable to God.  [20] Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law;  rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 
Question 5a

Jeremiah 17:9; [9] The heart  is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? 

Question 5b

Psalm 51:4; [4] Against you, you only, have I sinned  and done what is evil in your sight,  

so that you are proved right when you speak 

and justified when you judge. 
FOURTH DAY:
Read Exodus 32; 34:4-7; 
The Golden Calf 

[32:1] When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain,  they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods  who will go before  us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him.” 

[2] Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings  that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” [3] So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. [4] He took what they handed him and made it into an idol  cast in the shape of a calf,  fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,  O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 

[5] When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival  to the LORD.” [6] So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings.   Afterward they sat down to eat and drink  and got up to indulge in revelry. 

[7] Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt,  have become corrupt.  [8] They have been quick to turn away  from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol  cast in the shape of a calf.  They have bowed down to it and sacrificed  to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.' 

[9] “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked  people. [10] Now leave me alone  so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy  them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 

[11] But Moses sought the favor  of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?  [12] Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'?  Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster  on your people. [13] Remember  your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self:  ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars  in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land  I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'” [14] Then the LORD relented  and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 

[15] Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony  in his hands.  They were inscribed  on both sides, front and back. [16] The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 

[17] When Joshua  heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.” 

[18] Moses replied: 

“It is not the sound of victory, 

it is not the sound of defeat; 

it is the sound of singing that I hear.” 

[19] When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf  and the dancing,  his anger burned  and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces  at the foot of the mountain. [20] And he took the calf they had made and burned  it in the fire; then he ground it to powder,  scattered it on the water  and made the Israelites drink it. 

[21] He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 

[22] “Do not be angry,  my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil.  [23] They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him.'  [24] So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.' Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” 

[25] Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a laughingstock  to their enemies. [26] So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. 

[27] Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.'”  [28] The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. [29] Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.” 

[30] The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin.  But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement  for your sin.” 

[31] So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed!  They have made themselves gods of gold.  [32] But now, please forgive their sin —but if not, then blot me  out of the book  you have written.” 

[33] The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out  of my book. [34] Now go, lead  the people to the place  I spoke of, and my angel  will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish,  I will punish them for their sin.” 

[35] And the LORD struck the people with a plague because of what they did with the calf  Aaron had made. 
34:4-7; [4] So Moses chiseled  out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.  [5] Then the LORD came down in the cloud  and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD.  [6] And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate  and gracious God, slow to anger,  abounding in love  and faithfulness,  [7] maintaining love to thousands,  and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.  Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;  he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.” 

FIFTH DAY:

Read Revelation Romans 5:6-11; 6:23; 
Ephesians 2:1-10

[6] You see, at just the right time,  when we were still powerless,  Christ died for the ungodly.  [7] Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. [8] But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

[9] Since we have now been justified  by his blood,  how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath  through him! [10] For if, when we were God's enemies,  we were reconciled  to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  [11] Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
6:23; [23] For the wages of sin is death,  but the gift of God is eternal life  in  Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:1-10; Made Alive in Christ 

[2:1] As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  [2] in which you used to live  when you followed the ways of this world  and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air,  the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  [3] All of us also lived among them at one time,  gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature  and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. [4] But because of his great love for us,  God, who is rich in mercy, [5] made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions —it is by grace you have been saved.  [6] And God raised us up with Christ  and seated us with him  in the heavenly realms  in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace,  expressed in his kindness  to us in Christ Jesus. [8] For it is by grace  you have been saved,  through faith —and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— [9] not by works,  so that no one can boast.  [10] For we are God's workmanship,  created  in Christ Jesus to do good works,  which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Question 10b

1 Peter 2:22-25; [22] “He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

[23] When they hurled their insults at him,  he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself  to him who judges justly.  [24] He himself bore our sins  in his body on the tree,  so that we might die to sins  and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  [25] For you were like sheep going astray,  but now you have returned to the Shepherd  and Overseer of your souls. 

Question 11

Luke 18:9-14; The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

[9] To some who were confident of their own righteousness  and looked down on everybody else,  Jesus told this parable: [10] “Two men went up to the temple to pray,  one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. [11] The Pharisee stood up  and prayed about  himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. [12] I fast  twice a week and give a tenth  of all I get.' 
[13] “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast  and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 
[14] “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
Romans 12:1-2; Living Sacrifices 

[12:1] Therefore, I urge you,  brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,  holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual  act of worship. [2] Do not conform  any longer to the pattern of this world,  but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is —his good, pleasing  and perfect will. 
1 John 1:5-10; Walking in the Light 

[5] This is the message we have heard  from him and declare to you: God is light;  in him there is no darkness at all. [6] If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,  we lie and do not live by the truth.  [7] But if we walk in the light,  as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all  sin. 

[8] If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  and purify us from all unrighteousness.  [10] If we claim we have not sinned,  we make him out to be a liar  and his word has no place in our lives. 

SIXTH DAY:

Review This week’s Bible Passages
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