BSF Scripture Readings: Lesson 12

FIRST DAY:
Read the lesson notes and References
SECOND DAY:

Read John 8:1-11

! but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.? At dawn he
appeared again in the temple courts, where all the
people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach
them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made
her stand before the group *and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. ° In the Law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?” ® They were
using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the
ground with his finger. " When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” ® Again he stooped down and
wrote on the ground.? At this, those who heard began
to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until
only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing
there. 2 Jesus straightened up and asked her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned
you?”11 “No one, sir,” she said.*“ Then neither do I
condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave
your life of sin.”

THIRD DAY:
Read John 8:12-30

2 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.”

3 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are,
appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not
valid.”** Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own
behalf, my testimony is valid, for | know where |
came from and where | am going. But you have no
idea where | come from or where | am going. ** You
judge by human standards; | pass judgment on no
one. ° But if | do judge, my decisions are true,
because | am not alone. | stand with the Father, who
sent me. *’ In your own Law it is written that the
testimony of two witnesses is true. ¥ | am one who
testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father,
who sent me.”*® Then they asked him, “Where is your
father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied.
“If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”
2 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple
courts near the place where the offerings were put.
Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet
come.

Dispute Over Who Jesus Is

2! Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away,
and you will look for me, and you will die in your
sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”? This made the
Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says,
‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”

ZBut he continued, “You are from below; I am from
above. You are of this world; | am not of this world.
1 told you that you would die in your sins; if you do
not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your
sins.””® “Who are you?” they asked.

“Just what I have been telling you from the
beginning,” Jesus replied. % “I have much to say in
judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy,
and what I have heard from him I tell the world.”

" They did not understand that he was telling them
about his Father. ?® So Jesus said, “When you have
lifted up™ the Son of Man, then you will know that |
am he and that | do nothing on my own but speak just
what the Father has taught me. % The one who sent
me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always
do what pleases him.” ** Even as he spoke, many
believed in him.

Question 6a
Jn.8:12-20. (see above)

Question 8

Jn. 3:13-15

¥ No one has ever gone into heaven except the one
who came from heaven—the Son of Man.®  Just as
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the
Son of Man must be lifted up, *° that everyone who
believes may have eternal life in him.

1 Cor.6:14

By his power God raised the Lord from the dead,
and he will raise us also.

FOURTH DAY:

Read John 8: 31-59

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If
you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
*2Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”
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¥ They answered him, “We are Abraham’s
descendants and have never been slaves of anyone.
How can you say that we shall be set free?”

% Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who
sins is a slave to sin. ** Now a slave has no permanent
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.

*® S0 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
%71 know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet
you are looking for a way to kill me, because you
have no room for my word. ** I am telling you what |
have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing
what you have heard from your father.[

% «Abraham is our father,” they answered.

“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then
you would™ do what Abraham did. *° As it is, you are
looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you
the truth that | heard from God. Abraham did not do
such things. ** You are doing the works of your own
father.”

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested.
“The only Father we have is God himself.”

#2 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you
would love me, for | have come here from God. |
have not come on my own; God sent me. “* Why is
my language not clear to you? Because you are
unable to hear what | say. ** You belong to your
father, the devil, and you want to carry out your
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. *° Yet
because | tell the truth, you do not believe me! “ Can
any of you prove me guilty of sin? If | am telling the
truth, why don’t you believe me? *" Whoever belongs
to God hears what God says. The reason you do not
hear is that you do not belong to God.”

Jesus’ Claims About Himself

*®The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in
saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?”

49 <] am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I
honor my Father and you dishonor me. ** I am not
seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks
it, and he is the judge. > Very truly I tell you,
whoever obeys my word will never see death.”

%2 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word
will never taste death. ** Are you greater than our
father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets.
Who do you think you are?”

> Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means
nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is
the one who glorifies me. > Though you do not know
him, | know him. If I said I did not, | would be a liar
like you, but I do know him and obey his word.
*®your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of
seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”

¥ <Y ou are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him,
“and you have seen Abraham!”

8 «yery truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before
Abraham was born, I am!” * At this, they picked up
stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping
away from the temple grounds.

Question 9
Jn.8:31-36 (see above)

Question 10b
Gen.3
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the
wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, “You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?”

% The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit
from the trees in the garden, *but God did say, ‘You
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will
die.””

*«You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the
woman. ° “For God knows that when you eat from it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,

knowing good and evil.”

®When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her hushand, who was with
her, and he ate it. ' Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings
for themselves.

& Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. ° But the Lord God called to
the man, “Where are you?”

He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”

1 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that | commanded you
not to eat from?”
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'2 The man said, “The woman you put here with
me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and | ate
it.”

¥ Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is
this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and |
ate.”

S0 the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you
have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.
> And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring®® and hers;
he will crush®™ your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

8T the woman he said,

“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
with painful labor you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

"To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your
wife and ate fruit from the tree about which |
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.

181t will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;

for dust you are
and to dust you will return.”

2 Adam!® named his wife Eve,'Y because she would
become the mother of all the living.

! The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam
and his wife and clothed them. % And the Lord God
said, “The man has now become like one of us,
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to
reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life
and eat, and live forever.” % So the Lord God
banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he had been taken. * After he
drove the man out, he placed on the east side® of the
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword

flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of
life.

Rom.3:10-18
0 As it is written:
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
I there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God.
12 All have turned away,
they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.”™
3 “Their throats are open graves;
their tongues practice deceit.”™
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”[g]
Y “Their mouths are full of cursing and
bitterness.”"
1> “Their feet are swift to shed blood;
8 ruin and misery mark their ways,
7 and the way of peace they do not know.”
8 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

Question 10c
Heb. 2:14-15
! Since the children have flesh and blood, he too
shared in their humanity so that by his death he might
break the power of him who holds the power of
death—that is, the devil— **and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

FIFTH DAY:
Read John 8:48-59 with Ex. 3:12-15

* The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying
that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”’

T am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I
honor my Father and you dishonor me. ** I am not
seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks
it, and he is the judge. > Very truly I tell you,
whoever obeys my word will never see death.”

%2 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word
will never taste death. ** Are you greater than our
father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets.
Who do you think you are?”

> Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means
nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is
the one who glorifies me. > Though you do not know
him, I know him. If I said I did not, | would be a liar
like you, but 1 do know him and obey his word.

%8 your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of
seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”®” “You are
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not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you
have seen Abraham!” *® “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus
answered, ‘“before Abraham was born, I am!” % At
this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid
himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

Ex. 3:12-15

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this
will be the sign to you that it is | who have sent you:
When you have brought the people out of Egypt,
youm] will worship God on this mountain.”

3 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israclites
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?’
Then what shall I tell them?”

¥ God said to Moses, “I am who I am.l This is what
you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to

999

you.

> God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The
Lord,™ the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—
has sent me to you.’

Question 11a
Jn.8:51
>Lvery truly | tell you, whoever obeys my word will
never see death.”

Question 11b
Jn.8:56
% Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of

seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”

Question 12a
Ex.3
3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his
father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the
flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God. ? There the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it
did not burn up. ®So Moses thought, “I will go over
and see this strange sight—why the bush does not
burn up.”

*When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look,
God called to him from within the bush, “Moses!
Moses!” And Moses said, “Here 1 am.”® “Do not
come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
® Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was
afraid to look at God.

"The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my
people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned
about their suffering. ® So | have come down to
rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—
the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. * And now the cry of
the Israelites has reached me, and | have seen the way
the Egyptians are oppressing them. *° So now, go. |
am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the
Israelites out of Egypt.”

1 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go
to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of

Egypt?”*? And God said, “I will be with you. And
this will be the sign to you that it is | who have sent
you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt,
you™ will worship God on this mountain.”** Moses
said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’
and they ask me, “What is his name?’ Then what
shall T tell them?”

¥ God said to Moses, “I am who I am.l This is what
you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to
you.”™ God also said to Moses, “Say to the
Israelites, ‘The Lord,® the God of your fathers—the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob—has sent me to you.’

“This is my name forever, the name you shall call me
from generation to generation. *° “Go, assemble the
elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God
of your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob—appeared to me and said: | have watched over
you and have seen what has been done to you in
Egypt. " And | have promised to bring you up out of
your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—
a land flowing with milk and honey.’

18 «The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you
and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say
to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met
with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the
wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God.’
¥ But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you
go unless a mighty hand compels him. % So I will
stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all
the wonders that | will perform among them. After
that, he will let you go.

L«And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed
toward this people, so that when you leave you will
not go empty-handed. #? Every woman is to ask her
neighbor and any woman living in her house for
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articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you
will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will
plunder the Egyptians.”

SIXTH DAY:

Review John 8

! but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.? At dawn he
appeared again in the temple courts, where all the
people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach
them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made
her stand before the group *and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. ° In the Law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?” ® They were
using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the
ground with his finger. " When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” ® Again he stooped down and
wrote on the ground.

? At this, those who heard began to go away one
at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus
was left, with the woman still standing there.

19 Jesus straightened up and asked her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?”11 “No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus
declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Dispute Over Jesus’ Testimony

2When Jesus spoke again to the people, he
said, “l am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.”** The Pharisees challenged

him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness;
your testimony is not valid.”

! Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own
behalf, my testimony is valid, for | know where |
came from and where | am going. But you have no
idea where | come from or where | am going. ** You
judge by human standards; | pass judgment on no
one. ° But if | do judge, my decisions are true,
because | am not alone. | stand with the Father, who
sent me. *’ In your own Law it is written that the
testimony of two witnesses is true. ¥ | am one who
testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father,
who sent me.”

¥ Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied.
“If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”
2 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple
courts near the place where the offerings were put.
Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet
come.

Dispute Over Who Jesus Is

2! Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going
away, and you will look for me, and you will die
in your sin. Where | go, you cannot come.”

22 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is
that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”

Z Byt he continued, “You are from below; I am from
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.
24| told you that you would die in your sins; if you do
not believe that | am he, you will indeed die in your
sins.”? “Who are you?” they asked. “Just what I have
been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied.
% «] have much to say in judgment of you. But he
who sent me is trustworthy, and what | have heard
from him I tell the world.”

%" They did not understand that he was telling them
about his Father. ?® So Jesus said, “When you have
lifted up™ the Son of Man, then you will know that |
am he and that | do nothing on my own but speak just
what the Father has taught me. % The one who sent
me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always
do what pleases him.” * Even as he spoke, many
believed in him.

Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents
Are

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If
you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
*2Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”® They answered him, “We are Abraham’s
descendants and have never been slaves of anyone.
How can you say that we shall be set free?”

% Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who
sins is a slave to sin. *> Now a slave has no permanent
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.

*8 S0 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
%71 know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet
you are looking for a way to kill me, because you
have no room for my word. ** “Abraham is our
father,” they answered.

“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then
you would™ do what Abraham did.

. As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a
man who has told you the truth that | heard from
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God. Abraham did not do such things. * You are
doing the works of your own father.”

“We are not illegitimate children,” they
protested. “The only Father we have is God
himself.”** Jesus said to them, “If God were your
Father, you would love me, for | have come
here from God. | have not come on my own;
God sent me. * Why is my language not clear to
you? Because you are unable to hear what | say.
*You belong to your father, the devil, and you
want to carry out your father’s desires. He was
a murderer from the beginning, not holding to
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a
liar and the father of lies. * Yet because I tell
the truth, you do not believe me! *®Can any of
you prove me guilty of sin? If | am telling the
truth, why don’t you believe me? ¥ Whoever
belongs to God hears what God says. The
reason you do not hear is that you do not
belong to God.”

Jesus’ Claims About Himself
®The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we rightin
saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-

possessed?” **“T am not possessed by a demon,”
said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor
me. *° I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is
one who seeks it, and he is the judge. >* Very truly |
tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see
death.”

%2 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word
will never taste death. ** Are you greater than our
father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets.
Who do you think you are?”* Jesus replied, “If I
glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father,
whom you claim as your God, is the one who
glorifies me. > Though you do not know him, I know
him. If I said I did not, | would be a liar like you, but
I do know him and obey his word. *® Your father
Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he
saw it and was glad.”

¥ Y ou are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him,
“and you have seen Abraham!”*® “Very truly I tell
you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I
am!” > At this, they picked up stones to stone him,
but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple
grounds.



