Romans Lesson #1
BSF Scripture Reading: 

FIRST DAY:

1. Lecture principles:
2.  Read the lesson notes

SECOND DAY:

Read Romans 1:1-7
[Ro 1:1] Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle  and set apart  for the gospel of God — [2] the gospel he promised beforehand  through his prophets  in the Holy Scriptures  [3] regarding his Son, who as to his human nature  was a descendant of David,  [4] and who through the Spirit  of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God  by his resurrection from the dead:  Jesus Christ our Lord.  [5] Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace  and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles  to the obedience that comes from faith.  [6] And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. [7] To all in Rome who are loved by God  and called to be saints: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Question 3
Acts 9:1-21  [9:1] Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples.  He went to the high priest [2] and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus,  so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way,  whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. [3] As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  [4] He fell to the ground and heard a voice  say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  [5] “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. [6] “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
[7] The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound  but did not see anyone.  [8] Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing.  So they led him by the hand into Damascus. [9] For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 
[10] In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
[11] The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus  named Saul, for he is praying. [12] In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on  him to restore his sight.” 
[13] “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints  in Jerusalem.  [14] And he has come here with authority from the chief priests  to arrest all who call on your name.” 
[15] But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument  to carry my name before the Gentiles  and their kings  and before the people of Israel. [16] I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 
[17] Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on  Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  [18] Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,  [19] and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem 
Saul spent several days with the disciples  in Damascus.  [20] At once he began to preach in the synagogues  that Jesus is the Son of God.  [21] All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name?  And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 
1 Timothy 1:12-16  [12] I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength,  that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.  [13] Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor  and a violent man, I was shown mercy  because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  [14] The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly,  along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
[15] Here is a trustworthy saying  that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners —of whom I am the worst. [16] But for that very reason I was shown mercy  so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience  as an example for those who would believe  on him and receive eternal life. 

THIRD DAY

Read Romans 1:8-10
Paul's Longing to Visit Rome 
[8] First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you,  because your faith is being reported all over the world.  [9] God, whom I serve  with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness  how constantly I remember you [10] in my prayers at all times;  and I pray that now at last by God's will  the way may be opened for me to come to you. 
Question 8
Acts 28:14-20; 30-31  [14] There we found some brothers  who invited us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome. [15] The brothers  there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these men Paul thanked God and was encouraged. [16] When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him. 
Paul Preaches at Rome Under Guard 
[17] Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews.  When they had assembled, Paul said to them: “My brothers,  although I have done nothing against our people  or against the customs of our ancestors,  I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. [18] They examined me  and wanted to release me,  because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death.  [19] But when the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar —not that I had any charge to bring against my own people. [20] For this reason I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel  that I am bound with this chain.” 
[30] For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. [31] Boldly  and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God  and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
FOURTH DAY:

Read Romans 1:11-15
[11] I long to see you  so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift  to make you strong— [12] that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith. [13] I do not want you to be unaware,  brothers,  that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now)  in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles. 
[14] I am obligated  both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. [15] That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 
Question 11
Acts 26:11-18  [11] Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished,  and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. 
[12] “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. [13] About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. [14] We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice  saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 
[15] “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?' 
“‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. [16] ‘Now get up and stand on your feet.  I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you.  [17] I will rescue you  from your own people and from the Gentiles.  I am sending you to them [18] to open their eyes  and turn them from darkness to light,  and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins  and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 
FIFTH DAY:

Read Romans 1:16-17
[16] I am not ashamed of the gospel,  because it is the power of God  for the salvation of everyone who believes:  first for the Jew,  then for the Gentile.  [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed,  a righteousness that is by faith  from first to last,  just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
Question 14
Philippians 3:4-9
[4] though I myself have reasons for such confidence.  
If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: [5] circumcised  on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,  of the tribe of Benjamin,  a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  [6] as for zeal,  persecuting the church;  as for legalistic righteousness,  faultless. 
[7] But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss  for the sake of Christ. [8] What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing  Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  [9] and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,  but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness  that comes from God and is by faith. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]SIXTH DAY:

Read Romans 1:1-17
[Ro 1:1] Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle  and set apart  for the gospel of God — [2] the gospel he promised beforehand  through his prophets  in the Holy Scriptures  [3] regarding his Son, who as to his human nature  was a descendant of David,  [4] and who through the Spirit  of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God  by his resurrection from the dead:  Jesus Christ our Lord.  [5] Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace  and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles  to the obedience that comes from faith.  [6] And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
[7] To all in Rome who are loved by God  and called to be saints: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Paul's Longing to Visit Rome 
[8] First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you,  because your faith is being reported all over the world.  [9] God, whom I serve  with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness  how constantly I remember you [10] in my prayers at all times;  and I pray that now at last by God's will  the way may be opened for me to come to you. 
[11] I long to see you  so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift  to make you strong— [12] that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith. [13] I do not want you to be unaware,  brothers,  that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now)  in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles. 
[14] I am obligated  both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. [15] That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 
[16] I am not ashamed of the gospel,  because it is the power of God  for the salvation of everyone who believes:  first for the Jew,  then for the Gentile.  [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed,  a righteousness that is by faith  from first to last,  just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
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