
 BSF Scripture for Matthew Lesson #23 

 

1 
 

 

FIRST DAY: 
 

1. Read the lesson notes and References 

 

SECOND DAY: 
 

Read Matthew 22:15-33 

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar 

[15] Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to 

trap him in his words. [16] They sent their disciples 

to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they 

said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and 

that you teach the way of God in accordance with the 

truth. You aren't swayed by others, because you pay 

no attention to who they are. [17] Tell us then, what 

is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to 

Caesar or not?” 

[18] But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You 

hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? [19] Show 

me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought 

him a denarius, [20] and he asked them, “Whose 

image is this? And whose inscription?” 

[21] “Caesar's,” they replied. 

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what 

is Caesar's, and to God what is God's.” 

[22] When they heard this, they were amazed. So 

they left him and went away. 

Marriage at the Resurrection 

[23] That same day the Sadducees, who say there is 

no resurrection, came to him with a question. [24] 

“Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man 

dies without having children, his brother must marry 

the widow and raise up offspring for him. [25] Now 

there were seven brothers among us. The first one 

married and died, and since he had no children, he 

left his wife to his brother. [26] The same thing 

happened to the second and third brother, right on 

down to the seventh. [27] Finally, the woman died. 

[28] Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will 

she be of the seven, since all of them were married to 

her?” 

[29] Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do 

not know the Scriptures or the power of God. [30] At 

the resurrection people will neither marry nor be 

given in marriage; they will be like the angels in 

heaven. [31] But about the resurrection of the dead—

have you not read what God said to you, [32] ‘I am 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of the 

living.” 

[33] When the crowds heard this, they were 

astonished at his teaching. 

Question 4b 

 

Romans 13 

Submission to Governing Authorities 

[13:1] Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. The authorities that exist have 

been established by God. [2] Consequently, whoever 

rebels against the authority is rebelling against what 

God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves. [3] For rulers hold no terror 

for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. 

Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 

authority? Then do what is right and you will be 

commended. [4] For the one in authority is God's 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, 

for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They 

are God's servants, agents of wrath to bring 

punishment on the wrongdoer. [5] Therefore, it is 

necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 

because of possible punishment but also as a matter 

of conscience. 

[6] This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities 

are God's servants, who give their full time to 

governing. [7] Give to everyone what you owe them: 

If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; 

if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

Love Fulfills the Law 

[8] Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 

continuing debt to love one another, for whoever 

loves others has fulfilled the law. [9] The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” 

“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 

shall not covet,” and whatever other command there 

may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love 
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your neighbor as yourself.” [10] Love does no harm 

to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 

law. 

The Day Is Near 

[11] And do this, understanding the present time: The 

hour has already come for you to wake up from your 

slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 

when we first believed. [12] The night is nearly over; 

the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 

darkness and put on the armor of light. [13] Let us 

behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing 

and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. [14] 

Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and do not think about how to gratify the desires of 

the flesh. 

 

 

 

 

THIRD DAY 

 

Read Matthew 22:34-40 

The Greatest Commandment 

[34] Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, 

the Pharisees got together. [35] One of them, an 

expert in the law, tested him with this question: [36] 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 

Law?” 

[37] Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.' [38] This is the first and greatest 

commandment. [39] And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.' [40] All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOURTH DAY 
 

Read Matthew 22:41-23:12 

Whose Son Is the Messiah? 

[41] While the Pharisees were gathered together, 

Jesus asked them, [42] “What do you think about the 

Messiah? Whose son is he?” 

“The son of David,” they replied. 

[43] He said to them, “How is it then that David, 

speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord'? For he says, 

[44] “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: 

“Sit at my right hand 

until I put your enemies 

under your feet.” ' 

[45] If then David calls him ‘Lord,' how can he be his 

son?” [46] No one could say a word in reply, and 

from that day on no one dared to ask him any more 

questions. 

Matthew 23 

A Warning Against Hypocrisy 

[23:1] Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 

disciples: [2] “The teachers of the law and the 

Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. [3] So you must be 

careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do 

what they do, for they do not practice what they 

preach. [4] They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and 

put them on other people's shoulders, but they 

themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move 

them. 

[5] “Everything they do is done for people to see: 

They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 

their garments long; [6] they love the place of honor 

at banquets and the most important seats in the 

synagogues; [7] they love to be greeted with respect 

in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi' by 

others. 

[8] “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,' for you 

have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. [9] And 
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do not call anyone on earth ‘father,' for you have one 

Father, and he is in heaven. [10] Nor are you to be 

called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the 

Messiah. [11] The greatest among you will be your 

servant. [12] For those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted. 

 

 

FIFTH DAY 

Read Matthew 23:13-39 

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the 

Pharisees 

[13] “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of 

heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do not 

enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.  

[15] “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a 

single convert, and when you have succeeded, you 

make them twice as much a child of hell as you are. 

[16] “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone 

swears by the temple, it means nothing; but anyone 

who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by 

that oath.' [17] You blind fools! Which is greater: the 

gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? [18] 

You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means 

nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the 

altar is bound by that oath.' [19] You blind men! 

Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the 

gift sacred? [20] Therefore, anyone who swears by 

the altar swears by it and by everything on it. [21] 

And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it 

and by the one who dwells in it. [22] And anyone 

who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by 

the one who sits on it. 

[23] “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—

mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the 

more important matters of the law—justice, mercy 

and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, 

without neglecting the former. [24] You blind guides! 

You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

[25] “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and 

dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-

indulgence. [26] Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside 

of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 

clean. 

[27] “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, 

which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside 

are full of the bones of the dead and everything 

unclean. [28] In the same way, on the outside you 

appear to people as righteous but on the inside you 

are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

[29] “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and 

decorate the graves of the righteous. [30] And you 

say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we 

would not have taken part with them in shedding the 

blood of the prophets.' [31] So you testify against 

yourselves that you are the descendants of those who 

murdered the prophets. [32] Go ahead, then, and 

complete what your ancestors started! 

[33] “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will 

you escape being condemned to hell? [34] Therefore 

I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. 

Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you 

will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to 

town. [35] And so upon you will come all the 

righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the 

blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son 

of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple 

and the altar. [36] Truly I tell you, all this will come 

on this generation. 

[37] “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets 

and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed 

to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 

[38] Look, your house is left to you desolate. [39] For 

I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'” 

Question 12a 

John 15:18-16:4;   

The World Hates the Disciples 

[18] “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 

hated me first. [19] If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong 
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to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 

That is why the world hates you. [20] Remember 

what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 

master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey 

yours also. [21] They will treat you this way because 

of my name, for they do not know the one who sent 

me. [22] If I had not come and spoken to them, they 

would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no 

excuse for their sin. [23] Whoever hates me hates my 

Father as well. [24] If I had not done among them the 

works no one else did, they would not be guilty of 

sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated 

both me and my Father. [25] But this is to fulfill what 

is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without 

reason.' 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 

[26] “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send 

to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes 

out from the Father—he will testify about me. [27] 

And you also must testify, for you have been with me 

from the beginning. 

John 16 

[16:1] “All this I have told you so that you will not 

fall away. [2] They will put you out of the 

synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone 

who kills you will think they are offering a service to 

God. [3] They will do such things because they have 

not known the Father or me. [4] I have told you this, 

so that when their time comes you will remember that 

I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from 

the beginning because I was with you,  

Acts 8:2-4;  [2] Godly men buried Stephen and 

mourned deeply for him. [3] But Saul began to 

destroy the church. Going from house to house, he 

dragged off both men and women and put them in 

prison. 

Philip in Samaria 

[4] Those who had been scattered preached the word 

wherever they went.  

 

 

SIXTH DAY 

Review Matthew 22:15-23:39 
 

 

See above scriptures days 2-5 
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