BSF Scripture for Matthew Lesson #12

FIRST DAY:

1. Read the lesson notes and References

SECOND DAY:

Read Matthew 11:1-15

Jesus and John the Baptist

[11:1] After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve
disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach
in the towns of Galilee.

[2] When John heard in prison what Christ was
doing, he sent his disciples [3] to ask him, “Are you
the one who was to come, or should we expect
someone else?”

[4] Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what
you hear and see: [5] The blind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor. [6] Blessed is the man who
does not fall away on account of me.”

[7] As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to
speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out
into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?
[8] If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed
in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are
in kings' palaces. [9] Then what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a
prophet. [10] This is the one about whom it is
written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.'

[11] I tell you the truth: Among those born of women
there has not risen anyone greater than John the
Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he. [12] From the days of John the
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.
[13] For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied
until John. [14] And if you are willing to accept it, he
is the Elijah who was to come. [15] He who has ears,
let him hear.

Question 3a

Matthew 3:11-12; 14:3-5; [11] “I baptize you
with water for repentance. But after me will come
one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals | am
not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. [12] His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering
his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

[3] Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and
put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother
Philip's wife, [4] for John had been saying to him: “It
is not lawful for you to have her.” [5] Herod wanted
to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because
they considered him a prophet.

Question 3b

Isaiah 29:18-19; 35:5-6; 61:1-3;

[18] In that day the deaf will hear the words of the
scroll, and out of gloom and darknessthe eyes of the
blind will see.

[19] Once more the humble will rejoice in the LORD;
the needy will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

[5] Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

[6] Then will the lame leap like a deer,

and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness

and streams in the desert.

The Year of the LORD's Favor

[61:1] The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim freedom for the captives

and release from darkness for the prisoners,

[2] to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor

and the day of vengeance of our God,



BSF Scripture for Matthew Lesson #12

to comfort all who mourn,

[3] and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness

instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise

instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD

for the display of his splendor.

THIRD DAY

Read Matthew 11:16-30

[16] “To what can I compare this generation? They
are like children sitting in the marketplaces and
calling out to others:

[17] ““We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge,

and you did not mourn.'

[18] For John came neither eating nor drinking, and
they say, ‘He has a demon.' [19] The Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
“sinners.” But wisdom is proved right by her
actions.”

Woe on Unrepentant Cities

[20] Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in
which most of his miracles had been performed,
because they did not repent. [21] “Woe to you,
Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that
were performed in you had been performed in Tyre
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. [22] But I tell you, it will be
more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of
judgment than for you. [23] And you, Capernaum,
will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go
down to the depths. If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it

would have remained to this day. [24] But I tell you
that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of
judgment than for you.”

Rest for the Weary

[25] At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed
them to little children. [26] Yes, Father, for this was
your good pleasure.

[27] “All things have been committed to me by my
Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

[28] “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. [30] For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.”

FOURTH DAY

Read Matthew 12:1-21

Lord of the Sabbath

[12:1] At that time Jesus went through the grainfields
on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began
to pick some heads of grain and eat them. [2] When

the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your
disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”

[3] He answered, “Haven't you read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry? [4] He
entered the house of God, and he and his companions
ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for
them to do, but only for the priests. [5] Or haven't
you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in
the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent? [6]
I tell you that one greater than the temple is here. [7]
If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned
the innocent. [8] For the Son of Man is Lord of the
Sabbath.”

[9] Going on from that place, he went into their
synagogue, [10] and a man with a shriveled hand was
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there. Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, they
asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”

[11] He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and
it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take
hold of it and lift it out? [12] How much more
valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful
to do good on the Sabbath.”

[13] Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely
restored, just as sound as the other. [14] But the
Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill
Jesus.

God's Chosen Servant

[15] Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place.
Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, [16]
warning them not to tell who he was. [17] This was
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

[18] “Here is my servant whom | have chosen,
the one I love, in whom | delight;

I will put my Spirit on him,

and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
[19] He will not quarrel or cry out;

no one will hear his voice in the streets.

[20] A bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,
till he leads justice to victory.

[21] In his name the nations will put their hope.”

Question 9a

Deuteronomy 5:12-15; 23:25; [12] “Observe
the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD
your God has commanded you. [13] Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, [14] but the seventh
day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you
shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or
daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor
your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor the
alien within your gates, so that your manservant and
maidservant may rest, as you do. [15] Remember that
you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your
God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God
has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.

[25] If you enter your neighbor's grainfield,
you may pick kernels with your hands, but
you must not put a sickle to his standing
grain.

Question 9b

1 Samuel 21:4-6; [4] But the priest answered
David, “I don't have any ordinary bread on hand;
however, there is some consecrated bread here—
provided the men have kept themselves from
women.”

[5] David replied, “Indeed women have been kept
from us, as usual whenever | set out. The men's
things are holy even on missions that are not holy.
How much more so today!” [6] So the priest gave
him the consecrated bread, since there was no bread
there except the bread of the Presence that had been
removed from before the LORD and replaced by hot
bread on the day it was taken away.

Mark 2:23-28: Lord of the Sabbath

[23] One Sabbath Jesus was going through the
grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they
began to pick some heads of grain. [24] The
Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing
what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”

[25] He answered, “Have you never read what David
did when he and his companions were hungry and in
need? [26] In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he
entered the house of God and ate the consecrated
bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he
also gave some to his companions.”

[27] Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sabbath. [28] So the Son of
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

Question 12

Isaiah 42:1-4: The Servant of the LORD

[42:1] “Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom | delight;

I will put my Spirit on him

and he will bring justice to the nations.

[2] He will not shout or cry out,
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or raise his voice in the streets.

[3] A bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
[4] he will not falter or be discouraged

till he establishes justice on earth.

In his law the islands will put their hope.”

FIFTH DAY

Read Matthew 12:22-50

Jesus and Beelzebub

[22] Then they brought him a demon-possessed man
who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so
that he could both talk and see. [23] All the people
were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of
David?”

[24] But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It
is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this
fellow drives out demons.”

[25] Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined,
and every city or household divided against itself will
not stand. [26] If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then can his kingdom stand?
[27] And if | drive out demons by Beelzebub, by
whom do your people drive them out? So then, they
will be your judges. [28] But if | drive out demons by
the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you.

[29] “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's
house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties
up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.

[30] “He who is not with me is against me, and he
who does not gather with me scatters. [31] And so |
tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven
men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgiven. [32] Anyone who speaks a word against the
Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in
this age or in the age to come.

[33] “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or
make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is
recognized by its fruit. [34] You brood of vipers, how
can you who are evil say anything good? For out of
the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. [35] The
good man brings good things out of the good stored
up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of
the evil stored up in him. [36] But | tell you that men
will have to give account on the day of judgment for
every careless word they have spoken. [37] For by
your words you will be acquitted, and by your words
you will be condemned.”

The Sign of Jonah

[38] Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the
law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a
miraculous sign from you.”

[39] He answered, “A wicked and adulterous
generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will
be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. [40]
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. [41]
The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it; for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one
greater than Jonah is here. [42] The Queen of the
South will rise at the judgment with this generation
and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the
earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one
greater than Solomon is here.

[43] “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes
through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.
[44] Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.'
When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept
clean and put in order. [45] Then it goes and takes
with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself,
and they go in and live there. And the final condition
of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will
be with this wicked generation.”

Jesus' Mother and Brothers

[46] While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his
mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak
to him. [47] Someone told him, “Your mother and
brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to
you.”

[48] He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who
are my brothers?” [49] Pointing to his disciples, he
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said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. [50] For
whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my
brother and sister and mother.”

SIXTH DAY

Review Matthew 11-12

See scripture in days 2-5



