EXILE AND RETURN Lesson 2

FIRST DAY

Read Lesson 1 Notes

SECOND DAY:

Read Ezekiel 36:16-23

[16] Again the word of the LORD came to me: [17]
“Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in
their own land, they defiled it by their conduct and
their actions. Their conduct was like a woman's
monthly uncleanness in my sight. [18] So I poured
out my wrath on them because they had shed blood in
the land and because they had defiled it with their
idols. [19] I dispersed them among the nations, and
they were scattered through the countries; I judged
them according to their conduct and their actions.
[20] And wherever they went among the nations they
profaned my holy name, for it was said of them,
‘These are the LORD's people, and yet they had to
leave his land.' [21] I had concern for my holy name,
which the house of Israel profaned among the nations
where they had gone.

[22] “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is
what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your
sake, O house of Israel, that I am going to do these
things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you
have profaned among the nations where you have
gone. [23] I will show the holiness of my great name,
which has been profaned among the nations, the
name you have profaned among them. Then the
nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the
Sovereign LORD, when I show myself holy through
you before their eyes.

Question 4a

2 Corinthians 5:20; [20] We are therefore
Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's
behalf: Be reconciled to God.

THIRD Day:

Read Ezekiel 36:24-38

[24] ““For I will take you out of the nations; I will
gather you from all the countries and bring you back
into your own land. [25] I will sprinkle clean water
on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you
from all your impurities and from all your idols. [26]
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; [ will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my
Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and
be careful to keep my laws. [28] You will live in the
land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people,
and I will be your God. [29] I will save you from all
your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and make it
plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. [30] I
will increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the
field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace
among the nations because of famine. [31] Then you
will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and
you will loathe yourselves for your sins and
detestable practices. [32] I want you to know that I
am not doing this for your sake, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and disgraced for
your conduct, O house of Israel!

[33] ““This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On the
day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle
your towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt. [34] The
desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying
desolate in the sight of all who pass through it. [35]
They will say, “This land that was laid waste has
become like the garden of Eden; the cities that were
lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now
fortified and inhabited.” [36] Then the nations around
you that remain will know that I the LORD have
rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what
was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do
it.'

[37] “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once
again [ will yield to the plea of the house of Israel
and do this for them: I will make their people as
numerous as sheep, [38] as numerous as the flocks
for offerings at Jerusalem during her appointed
feasts. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks
of people. Then they will know that I am the LORD.”
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Question 6

Romans 2:4; [4] Or do you show contempt for
the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not
realizing that God's kindness leads you toward
repentance?

2 Corinthians 7:10: [10] Godly sorrow
brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves
no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.

FOURTH DAY:

Read Ezekiel 37:1-14

The Valley of Dry Bones

[37:1] The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he
brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. [2] He
led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that
were very dry. [3] He asked me, “Son of man, can
these bones live?”

I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

[4] Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!
[5] This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will
come to life. [6] I will attach tendons to you and
make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I
will put breath in you, and you will come to life.
Then you will know that I am the LORD."

[7] So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as |
was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound,
and the bones came together, bone to bone. [8] I
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and
skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

[9] Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may
live.”” [10] So I prophesied as he commanded me,

and breath entered them; they came to life and stood
up on their feet—a vast army.

[11] Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.'
[12] Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is
what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, [ am
going to open your graves and bring you up from
them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. [13]
Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD,
when I open your graves and bring you up from
them. [14] I will put my Spirit in you and you will
live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you
will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have
done it, declares the LORD."”

FIFTH DAY

Read Ezekiel 37:15-28

One Nation Under One King

[15] The word of the LORD came to me: [16] “Son
of man, take a stick of wood and write on it,
‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with
him.' Then take another stick of wood, and write on
it, ‘Ephraim's stick, belonging to Joseph and all the
house of Israel associated with him.' [17] Join them
together into one stick so that they will become one
in your hand.

[18] “When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won't you
tell us what you mean by this?' [19] say to them,
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going
to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim's
hand—and of the Israclite tribes associated with him,
and join it to Judah's stick, making them a single stick
of wood, and they will become one in my hand.' [20]
Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on
[21] and say to them, “This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the
nations where they have gone. I will gather them
from all around and bring them back into their own
land. [22] I will make them one nation in the land, on
the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over
all of them and they will never again be two nations
or be divided into two kingdoms. [23] They will no
longer defile themselves with their idols and vile
images or with any of their offenses, for I will save
them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will
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cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be
their God.

[24] ““My servant David will be king over them, and
they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my
laws and be careful to keep my decrees. [25] They
will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the
land where your fathers lived. They and their children
and their children's children will live there forever,
and David my servant will be their prince forever.
[26] I will make a covenant of peace with them; it
will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them
and increase their numbers, and I will put my
sanctuary among them forever. [27] My dwelling
place will be with them; I will be their God, and they
will be my people. [28] Then the nations will know
that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my
sanctuary is among them forever. "

Question 12

2 Samuel 7:12-16; [12] When your days are
over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up
your offspring to succeed you, who will come from
your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. [13]
He is the one who will build a house for my Name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
[14] I will be his father, and he will be my son. When
he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men,
with floggings inflicted by men. [15] But my love
will never be taken away from him, as I took it away
from Saul, whom I removed from before you. [16]
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever

before me; your throne will be established forever.”

Jeremiah 50:5; [5] They will ask the way to
Zion and turn their faces toward it. They will come
and bind themselves to the LORD in an everlasting
covenant that will not be forgotten.

Matthew 1:1; The Genealogy of Jesus

[Mt 1:1] A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ
the son of David, the son of Abraham:

SIXTH DAY:

Review Ezekiel 36:16-37:28

[16] Again the word of the LORD came to me: [17]
“Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in
their own land, they defiled it by their conduct and
their actions. Their conduct was like a woman's
monthly uncleanness in my sight. [18] So I poured
out my wrath on them because they had shed blood in
the land and because they had defiled it with their
idols. [19] I dispersed them among the nations, and
they were scattered through the countries; I judged
them according to their conduct and their actions.
[20] And wherever they went among the nations they
profaned my holy name, for it was said of them,
‘These are the LORD's people, and yet they had to
leave his land.' [21] I had concern for my holy name,
which the house of Israel profaned among the nations
where they had gone.

[22] “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is
what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your
sake, O house of Israel, that [ am going to do these
things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you
have profaned among the nations where you have
gone. [23] I will show the holiness of my great name,
which has been profaned among the nations, the
name you have profaned among them. Then the
nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the
Sovereign LORD, when I show myself holy through
you before their eyes.

[24] ““For I will take you out of the nations; I will
gather you from all the countries and bring you back
into your own land. [25] I will sprinkle clean water
on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you
from all your impurities and from all your idols. [26]
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; [ will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my
Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and
be careful to keep my laws. [28] You will live in the
land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people,
and [ will be your God. [29] I will save you from all
your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and make it
plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. [30] I
will increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the
field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace
among the nations because of famine. [31] Then you
will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and
you will loathe yourselves for your sins and
detestable practices. [32] I want you to know that I
am not doing this for your sake, declares the
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Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and disgraced for
your conduct, O house of Israel!

[33] ““This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On the
day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle
your towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt. [34] The
desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying
desolate in the sight of all who pass through it. [35]
They will say, “This land that was laid waste has
become like the garden of Eden; the cities that were
lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now
fortified and inhabited.” [36] Then the nations around
you that remain will know that I the LORD have
rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what
was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do
it.'

[37] “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once
again I will yield to the plea of the house of Israel
and do this for them: I will make their people as
numerous as sheep, [38] as numerous as the flocks
for offerings at Jerusalem during her appointed
feasts. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks
of people. Then they will know that I am the LORD.”

Ezekiel 37
The Valley of Dry Bones

[37:1] The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he
brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. [2] He
led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that
were very dry. [3] He asked me, “Son of man, can
these bones live?”

I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

[4] Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!
[5] This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will
come to life. [6] I will attach tendons to you and
make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I
will put breath in you, and you will come to life.
Then you will know that I am the LORD."”

[7] So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I
was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound,
and the bones came together, bone to bone. [8] I
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and
skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

[9] Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may
live.”” [10] So I prophesied as he commanded me,
and breath entered them; they came to life and stood
up on their feet—a vast army.

[11] Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’
[12] Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is
what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am
going to open your graves and bring you up from
them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. [13]
Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD,
when I open your graves and bring you up from
them. [14] I will put my Spirit in you and you will
live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you
will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have
done it, declares the LORD."”

One Nation Under One King

[15] The word of the LORD came to me: [16] “Son
of man, take a stick of wood and write on it,
‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with
him.' Then take another stick of wood, and write on
it, ‘Ephraim's stick, belonging to Joseph and all the
house of Israel associated with him.' [17] Join them
together into one stick so that they will become one
in your hand.

[18] “When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won't you
tell us what you mean by this?' [19] say to them,
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going
to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim's
hand—and of the Israelite tribes associated with him,
and join it to Judah's stick, making them a single stick
of wood, and they will become one in my hand.' [20]
Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on
[21] and say to them, “This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the
nations where they have gone. I will gather them
from all around and bring them back into their own
land. [22] I will make them one nation in the land, on
the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over
all of them and they will never again be two nations
or be divided into two kingdoms. [23] They will no
longer defile themselves with their idols and vile
images or with any of their offenses, for I will save
them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will
cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be
their God.
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[24] ““My servant David will be king over them, and
they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my
laws and be careful to keep my decrees. [25] They
will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the
land where your fathers lived. They and their children
and their children's children will live there forever,
and David my servant will be their prince forever.
[26] I will make a covenant of peace with them; it
will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them
and increase their numbers, and [ will put my
sanctuary among them forever. [27] My dwelling
place will be with them; I will be their God, and they
will be my people. [28] Then the nations will know
that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my
sanctuary is among them forever. ™’
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