EXILE AND RETURN Lesson 16

FIRST DAY

Read Lesson 15 Notes

SECOND DAY:

Read Haggai 1:1-11

Haggai 1
A Call to Build the House of the LORD

[Hag 1:1] In the second year of King Darius, on the
first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD
came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest:

[2] This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These
people say, ‘The time has not yet come for the
LORD's house to be built."””

[3] Then the word of the LORD came through the
prophet Haggai: [4] “Is it a time for you yourselves to
be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?”’

[5] Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give
careful thought to your ways. [6] You have planted
much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill.
You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn
wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

[7] This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give
careful thought to your ways. [8] Go up into the
mountains and bring down timber and build the
house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be
honored,” says the LORD. [9] “You expected much,
but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought
home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD
Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a
ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.
[10] Therefore, because of you the heavens have
withheld their dew and the earth its crops. [11] I
called for a drought on the fields and the mountains,
on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the
ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor
of your hands.”

THIRD Day:

Read Haggai 1:12-15

[12] Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of
the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the
LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared
the LORD.

[13] Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave this
message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,’
declares the LORD. [14] So the LORD stirred up the
spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the
people. They came and began to work on the house
of the LORD Almighty, their God, [15] on the
twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second
year of King Darius.

bl

FOURTH DAY:

Read Haggai 2:1-9

Haggai 2
The Promised Glory of the New House

[2:1] On the twenty-first day of the seventh month,
the word of the LORD came through the prophet
Haggai: [2] “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask
them, [3] “Who of you is left who saw this house in
its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does
it not seem to you like nothing? [4] But now be
strong, O Zerubbabel,' declares the LORD. ‘Be
strong, O Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest.
Be strong, all you people of the land,' declares the
LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,' declares the
LORD Almighty. [5] ‘This is what I covenanted with
you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit
remains among you. Do not fear.'
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[6] “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a
little while I will once more shake the heavens and
the earth, the sea and the dry land. [7] I will shake all
nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and
I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD
Almighty. [8] ‘The silver is mine and the gold is
mine,' declares the LORD Almighty. [9] ‘The glory
of this present house will be greater than the glory of
the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in
this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD
Almighty.”

Question 8

1 Kings 65 Solomon Builds the Temple

[6:1] In the four hundred and eightieth year after the
Israelites had come out of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, the
second month, he began to build the temple of the
LORD.

[2] The temple that King Solomon built for the
LORD was sixty cubits long, twenty wide and thirty
high. [3] The portico at the front of the main hall of
the temple extended the width of the temple, that is
twenty cubits, and projected ten cubits from the front
of the temple. [4] He made narrow clerestory
windows in the temple. [5] Against the walls of the
main hall and inner sanctuary he built a structure
around the building, in which there were side rooms.
[6] The lowest floor was five cubits wide, the middle
floor six cubits and the third floor seven. He made
offset ledges around the outside of the temple so that
nothing would be inserted into the temple walls.

[7] In building the temple, only blocks dressed at the
quarry were used, and no hammer, chisel or any other
iron tool was heard at the temple site while it was
being built.

[8] The entrance to the lowest floor was on the south
side of the temple; a stairway led up to the middle
level and from there to the third. [9] So he built the
temple and completed it, roofing it with beams and
cedar planks. [10] And he built the side rooms all
along the temple. The height of each was five cubits,
and they were attached to the temple by beams of
cedar.

[11] The word of the LORD came to Solomon: [12]
“As for this temple you are building, if you follow
my decrees, carry out my regulations and keep all my
commands and obey them, I will fulfill through you

the promise I gave to David your father. [13] And I
will live among the Israelites and will not abandon
my people Israel.”

[14] So Solomon built the temple and completed it.
[15] He lined its interior walls with cedar boards,
paneling them from the floor of the temple to the
ceiling, and covered the floor of the temple with
planks of pine. [16] He partitioned off twenty cubits
at the rear of the temple with cedar boards from floor
to ceiling to form within the temple an inner
sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. [17] The main hall in
front of this room was forty cubits long. [18] The
inside of the temple was cedar, carved with gourds
and open flowers. Everything was cedar; no stone
was to be seen.

[19] He prepared the inner sanctuary within the
temple to set the ark of the covenant of the LORD
there. [20] The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits
long, twenty wide and twenty high. He overlaid the
inside with pure gold, and he also overlaid the altar of
cedar. [21] Solomon covered the inside of the temple
with pure gold, and he extended gold chains across
the front of the inner sanctuary, which was overlaid
with gold. [22] So he overlaid the whole interior with
gold. He also overlaid with gold the altar that
belonged to the inner sanctuary.

[23] In the inner sanctuary he made a pair of
cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high. [24]
One wing of the first cherub was five cubits long, and
the other wing five cubits—ten cubits from wing tip
to wing tip. [25] The second cherub also measured
ten cubits, for the two cherubim were identical in size
and shape. [26] The height of each cherub was ten
cubits. [27] He placed the cherubim inside the
innermost room of the temple, with their wings
spread out. The wing of one cherub touched one wall,
while the wing of the other touched the other wall,
and their wings touched each other in the middle of
the room. [28] He overlaid the cherubim with gold.

[29] On the walls all around the temple, in both the
inner and outer rooms, he carved cherubim, palm
trees and open flowers. [30] He also covered the
floors of both the inner and outer rooms of the temple
with gold.

[31] For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made
doors of olive wood with five-sided jambs. [32] And
on the two olive wood doors he carved cherubim,
palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid the
cherubim and palm trees with beaten gold. [33] In the
same way he made four-sided jambs of olive wood
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for the entrance to the main hall. [34] He also made
two pine doors, each having two leaves that turned in
sockets. [35] He carved cherubim, palm trees and
open flowers on them and overlaid them with gold
hammered evenly over the carvings.

[36] And he built the inner courtyard of three courses
of dressed stone and one course of trimmed cedar
beams.

[37] The foundation of the temple of the LORD was
laid in the fourth year, in the month of Ziv. [38] In
the eleventh year in the month of Bul, the eighth
month, the temple was finished in all its details
according to its specifications. He had spent seven
years building it.

2 Kings 25:8-10; [8] On the seventh day of
the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan
commander of the imperial guard, an official of the
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. [9] He set fire to
the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all the
houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he
burned down. [10] The whole Babylonian army,
under the commander of the imperial guard, broke
down the walls around Jerusalem.

Ezra 3:11-13; [1 1] With praise and
thanksgiving they sang to the LORD:

“He is good;
his love to Israel endures forever.”

And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the
LORD, because the foundation of the house of the
LORD was laid. [12] But many of the older priests
and Levites and family heads, who had seen the
former temple, wept aloud when they saw the
foundation of this temple being laid, while many
others shouted for joy. [13] No one could distinguish
the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of
weeping, because the people made so much noise.
And the sound was heard far away.

Ezra 6:3-5; [3] In the first year of King Cyrus,
the king issued a decree concerning the temple of
God in Jerusalem:

Let the temple be rebuilt as a place to present
sacrifices, and let its foundations be laid. It is to be
ninety feet high and ninety feet wide, [4] with three
courses of large stones and one of timbers. The costs

are to be paid by the royal treasury. [5] Also, the gold
and silver articles of the house of God, which
Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem
and brought to Babylon, are to be returned to their
places in the temple in Jerusalem; they are to be
deposited in the house of God.

FIFTH DAY

Read Haggai 2:10-23

Blessings for a Defiled People

[10] On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in
the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD
came to the prophet Haggai: [11] “This is what the
LORD Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests what the law
says: [12] If a person carries consecrated meat in the
fold of his garment, and that fold touches some bread
or stew, some wine, oil or other food, does it become
consecrated?”

The priests answered, “No.”

[13] Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by
contact with a dead body touches one of these things,
does it become defiled?”

“Yes,” the priests replied, “it becomes defiled.”

[14] Then Haggai said, ““So it is with this people and
this nation in my sight,' declares the LORD.
‘Whatever they do and whatever they offer there is
defiled.

[15] ““Now give careful thought to this from this day
on—consider how things were before one stone was
laid on another in the LORD's temple. [16] When
anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there
were only ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to
draw fifty measures, there were only twenty. [17] I
struck all the work of your hands with blight, mildew
and hail, yet you did not turn to me,' declares the
LORD. [18] ‘From this day on, from this twenty-
fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to
the day when the foundation of the LORD's temple
was laid. Give careful thought: [19] Is there yet any
seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig
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tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not
borne fruit.

“‘From this day on I will bless you."”
Zerubbabel the LORD's Signet Ring

[20] The word of the LORD came to Haggai a second
time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: [21]
“Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I will shake
the heavens and the earth. [22] I will overturn royal
thrones and shatter the power of the foreign
kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers;
horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of
his brother.

[23] ““On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, ‘1
will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will make you
like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,' declares
the LORD Almighty.”

Question 11b

Romans 3:10-23; [10] As it is written:

“There is no one righteous, not even one;

[11] there is no one who understands,

no one who seeks God.

[12] All have turned away,

they have together become worthless;

there is no one who does good,

not even one.”

[13] “Their throats are open graves;

their tongues practice deceit.”

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”

[14] “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
[15] “Their feet are swift to shed blood;

[16] ruin and misery mark their ways,

[17] and the way of peace they do not know.”
[18] “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

[19] Now we know that whatever the law says, it says
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced and the whole world held
accountable to God. [20] Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in his sight by observing the law;
rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.

Righteousness Through Faith

[21] But now a righteousness from God, apart from
law, has been made known, to which the Law and the

Prophets testify. [22] This righteousness from God
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe. There is no difference, [23] for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. [25] God presented him as
a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.
He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his
forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished— [26] he did it to
demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be
just and the one who justifies those who have faith in
Jesus.

Question 13a

Daniel 7:13-14; [13] “In my vision at night I
looked, and there before me was one like a son of
man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. [14] He was given authority, glory and
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Matthew 24:27-31; [27] For as lightning
that comes from the east is visible even in the west,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. [28]
Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will
gather.

[29] “Immediately after the distress of those days

133

the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light;

the stars will fall from the sky,

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

[30] “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will
mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. [31]
And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds,
from one end of the heavens to the other.

Acts 1:11; [11]“Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have
seen him go into heaven.”
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Revelation 1:7-8; [7] Look, he is coming
with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the
earth will mourn because of him.

So shall it be! Amen.

[8] “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the
Almighty.”

SIXTH DAY:

Review Haggai 1-2

Haggai 1
A Call to Build the House of the LORD

[Hag 1:1] In the second year of King Darius, on the
first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD
came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest:

[2] This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These
people say, ‘The time has not yet come for the
LORD's house to be built."”

[3] Then the word of the LORD came through the
prophet Haggai: [4] “Is it a time for you yourselves to
be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?”

[5] Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give
careful thought to your ways. [6] You have planted
much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill.
You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn
wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

[7] This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give
careful thought to your ways. [8] Go up into the
mountains and bring down timber and build the
house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be
honored,” says the LORD. [9] “You expected much,
but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought
home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD
Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a
ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.
[10] Therefore, because of you the heavens have

withheld their dew and the earth its crops. [11] I
called for a drought on the fields and the mountains,
on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the
ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor
of your hands.”

[12] Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of
the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the
LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared
the LORD.

[13] Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave this
message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,”
declares the LORD. [14] So the LORD stirred up the
spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the
people. They came and began to work on the house
of the LORD Almighty, their God, [15] on the
twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second
year of King Darius.

Haggai 2
The Promised Glory of the New House

[2:1] On the twenty-first day of the seventh month,
the word of the LORD came through the prophet
Haggai: [2] “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask
them, [3] “Who of you is left who saw this house in
its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does
it not seem to you like nothing? [4] But now be
strong, O Zerubbabel,' declares the LORD. ‘Be
strong, O Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest.
Be strong, all you people of the land,' declares the
LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,' declares the
LORD Almighty. [5] ‘This is what I covenanted with
you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit
remains among you. Do not fear.'

[6] “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a
little while I will once more shake the heavens and
the earth, the sea and the dry land. [7] I will shake all
nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and
I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD
Almighty. [8] ‘The silver is mine and the gold is
mine,' declares the LORD Almighty. [9] ‘The glory
of this present house will be greater than the glory of
the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in
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this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD
Almighty.”

Blessings for a Defiled People

[10] On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in
the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD
came to the prophet Haggai: [11] “This is what the
LORD Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests what the law
says: [12] If a person carries consecrated meat in the
fold of his garment, and that fold touches some bread
or stew, some wine, oil or other food, does it become
consecrated?"”’

The priests answered, “No.”

[13] Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by
contact with a dead body touches one of these things,
does it become defiled?”

“Yes,” the priests replied, “it becomes defiled.”

[14] Then Haggai said, ““So it is with this people and
this nation in my sight,' declares the LORD.
‘Whatever they do and whatever they offer there is
defiled.

[15] ““Now give careful thought to this from this day
on—consider how things were before one stone was
laid on another in the LORD's temple. [16] When
anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there
were only ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to
draw fifty measures, there were only twenty. [17] I
struck all the work of your hands with blight, mildew
and hail, yet you did not turn to me,' declares the
LORD. [18] ‘From this day on, from this twenty-
fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to
the day when the foundation of the LORD's temple
was laid. Give careful thought: [19] Is there yet any
seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig
tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not
borne fruit.

“‘From this day on I will bless you."”
Zerubbabel the LORD's Signet Ring

[20] The word of the LORD came to Haggai a second
time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: [21]
“Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I will shake
the heavens and the earth. [22] I will overturn royal
thrones and shatter the power of the foreign
kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers;

horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of
his brother.

[23] ““On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I
will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel,' declares the LORD, ‘and I will make you
like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,' declares
the LORD Almighty.”
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